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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with arHmage 
forming jobs; 

a container ca p able of being detachably attached to the image forming apparatusjor 
receiving and storing the sheets of different ima ge forming jobs: 

a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the images have been formed to 
said container; and 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the images have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibi tor allow the storage of a next image forming job according to 
a priority level of thea previous image forming job. 

2. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordan ce with an image 
forming job: 

a container capable of being detachably attached to the image forming apparatus; 
a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the images have be en formed to 
said container: and 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the image s have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit or allow the storage according to a priority level of the image 
forming job, 

wherein said controller is operable when the priority level of an image forming job to be 
executed is lower than the priority level of another image forming job for sheets stored in said 
container, for inhibiting the storage of sheets for the image forming job to be executed in said 
container. 

3. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 2,comprising: 
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an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with an image 
forming job; 

a container capable of being detachably attached to the image for ming apparatus; 
a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the ima ges have been formed to 
said container; and 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the images have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit or allow the storage according to a priority level of the imaRe 
forming job, 

wherein said controller is operable when the priority level of an image forming job to be 
executed is lower than the priority level of another image forming job for sheets stored in said 
container, for inhibiting execution of the image forming job to be executed. 

4. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1. comprising: 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with an image 
forming job: 

a container capable of being detachably attached to the image forming apparatus; 
a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the images have been formed to 
said container: and 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the images have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit or allow the st orage according to a priority level of the image 
forming job, 

wherein said controller is operable when the priority level of the priority level of an 
image forming job for sheets stored in said container is highest, for inhibiting storage of sheets in 
said container. 

5. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus acco r ding to claim 1, comprising; 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with an image 
forming iob: 

4 

PACE 5/9 * RCVD AT 10/4/2004 11:20:13 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:7032486833 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-12 



10/04/2004 11:20 7032486833 



LYLE KIMMS 



PASE 05/09 



Sn. 10/603,582 Attorney Docket No. CANO:076 

a container capable of being detachablv attached to the image forming apparatus; 
a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the ima ges have been formed to 
said container; 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the ima ges have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit or allow the storage according to a priority level of the image 
forming iob: and 

an input device that inputs an image forming job and the priority level of the input image 
forming job, 

6. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1, comprising: 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance w ith an image 
formtig job; 

a container capable of being detachablv attached to the image forming apparatus; 
a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the images have been formed to 
said container: 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the images have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit or allow the storage according to a priority level of the image 
forming iob: and 

a setting device that sets the priority level of the image forming job. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising; 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with art-image 
forming jobs; 

a discharge device that discharges the sheets of different image forming jobs o n which 
the images have been formed by said image forming device; and 

a controller that controls said image forming device to selectively inhibit or allow image 
formation of a next image forming iob by said image forming device according to a priority level 
of th ea previous image forming job. 
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8. {New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

an image forming device that forms images on sheets in accordance with image forming 

jobs; 

a container detachably attached to the image forming apparatus for receiving and storing 
the sheets of different image forming jobs; 

a conveying device that conveys the sheets on which the images have been formed to 
said container; and 

a controller that controls storage of the sheets on which the images have been formed in 
said container to selectively inhibit the storage of a current image forming job according to a 
priority level of a most recent image forming job stored in the container. 
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